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Easter Service Times
SUNDAY	 2  April  PALM SUNDAY	
8am	 Holy Communion BCP	 Worth
11.15am	 Holy Communion	 Kingston
5pm Celtic Evening Prayer (with Stations of the Cross)	 Worth
6pm	 Palm Sunday in Words & Music	 Langton

FRIDAY  7 APRIL   GOOD FRIDAY		
2pm	 Hour at the Cross	 Langton

SUNDAY	 9 APRIL  EASTER DAY	
6am	 Dawn Communion	 St Aldhelm's
10am	 Family Communion	 Langton
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Thinking of selling your property?
For Free Marketing Advice

in complete conÞdence, without obligation

contact Corbens
The Property Professionals 

for Swanage and the Isle of Purbeck

01929 422284    corbens.co.uk

W.F.SNOOK & SON LTD

Windows & Doors all types- PVC-u & Aluminium

Conservatories, Garage Doors

Fascia, Soffit & Guttering

Tel: 01929 481581	 www.wfsnookandsonltd.co.uk

enquiries@wfsnookandsonltd.co.uk

April Cottage & Lapland Lodge B&B

Swiss Cheese Fondue
& Raclette  Evenings

November to April
Open to all but reservation
 essential  (max 8 persons)

Anglo - Swiss hospitality at its best!
Info: www.purbeckbedandbreakfast.net

Tel: 01929 477 173 / 07753 244 328
Harmans Cross, Swanage BH19 3DS

                           All types of Building Work undertaken        

Fully Qualified Tradesmen

FREE ESTIMATES
“Newfoundlands”,  Newfoundlands Close

Worth Matravers, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 3LX

Email: Jeremybuilding@btinternet.com
Tel/Fax: 01929 439209 Mobile 07966 216288

Fensa
13202
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Computer Problems? 
 

For prompt and friendly help call Alan on:  

01929 480529 or 07710 835905 
Virus and malware removal • PC and Laptop repairs 

and upgrades • Wireless router and printer setup  
 E-mail and internet support • Supply of new PCs 

General support and advice  
 

email: alan@ajvcomputing.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk  

 

            Your Local Home Electrics Specialist 

    ELECTRICIAN 
 

Do you find it difficult to get someone to come and do a small job? 
 

Small electrical jobs   Power, Lighting, Fuseboards, Phones 
Fast fault finding & more  Sockets, Lights, Switches 

6 year guarantee on all labour  Electrical Inspection & Testing 

Fully qualified & insured  LED Lighting • Lighting Design 

  

Small friendly family business  Dorset Trading Standards Approved 

Over 27 years experience  Totally reliable & reasonably priced 

 

Call Terry Vaine on:   07973 661043  or  01929 550795 
www.tmvelectrical.co.uk 

Your Local Home Electrics Expert

Michael Saunders M.P.T.A.
www.purbeckpianotuning.co.uk

Wareham, Dorset

Mob: 07789 382057
Tel: 01929 472013
Email: pianotuner@live.co.uk

Piano tuner 
and technician

Suttlestonequarries
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Tel: 01929 439444

BAGGED DELIVERIES OF DECORATIVE CHIPPINGS, BUILDING

AND LANDSCAPING AGGREGATES FOR YOUR GARDEN.

www.suttles.co.uk

painter & decorator
covering all areas of Purbeck

experienced - reliable - high quality

PETER WRIGHT
07595 070423

peter@dlm-creative.com
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DAVE PROSSER

GENERAL BUILDER

Mobile: 07966 390399
Tel: 01929 423756

NEW LEAF
GARDENING SERVICE

MAINTENANCE & CARE OF LAWNS, 
HEDGES, FLOWER BEDS & PONDS. 

ALSO PRUNING, PLANTING, CLEARING, 
TIDYING & HEDGE LAYING

One off jobs or regular service provided

( John or Lorna on 439455 
or 0788 7952191

Extensions

Garden Walls

Repointing

Patios
Driveways

t

Purbeck Chiropractic 
McTimoney Chiropractic is a gentle and effective treatment for the whole body.

It is proven to be effective in treating the following conditions:
• Back, neck and shoulder pain • Muscular aches • Arthritic pain   
• Pain, discomfort & stiffness in joints • Sports injuries • Migraine

Effective treatment by an experienced Registered Chiropractor for a wide range
of musculoskeletal conditions.  
Also qualified and equipped to treat with ultrasound, photo-biomodulation (Light Therapy),
Kinesio tape and sports therapy.

Paul Hind BSc (Hons) Chiro, MSc, MMCA, LRCC                                                                                                  

For an informal discussion or to book an appointment in
THE CORFE CASTLE CLINIC call Paul on 07973 308829
For further information visit www.purbeckchiropractic.com

 
 

 
Architectural Stonework, Fine Joinery and Furniture 

~Traditional Stone and Woodwork supplied and fitted~ 
Staircases and Handrails 

Windows, Doors and Architectural Joinery 
Traditional Timber Framing and Green Oak Building 

~Crafted in Purbeck Stone and Sustainable Hard and Softwoods~ 
Contact: Abe Shaffer Mobile: 07903 484 961 

Email:compassandcrew@gmail.com 
 

Architectural Stonework
Fine Joinery & Furniture

Traditional Stone & Woodwork 
supplied & fitted

Staircases &Handrails
Windows, Doors & Architectural Joinery

Traditional Timber Framing 
& Green Oak Building

Crafted in Purbeck Stone 
& Sustainable Hard & Softwoods

Abe Shaffer 07903 484 961
compassandcrew@gmail.com

PURBECKAERIALS.COM 
SKY  

WIFI 

TV- AERIALSs  

 SATELLITE 

                     FREESAT    

 

 

 

  

07568456962 
01929553705 

 
 

SAME DAY 
SERVICE  

 

WIFI HOME HELP  

OAP 
DISCOUNT 

 

CALL  

JOSH  



WELCOME & CONTENTS

Deadline for Next Issue
The editor, Angela Bell, appreciates the early submission of 
contributions but, for those cutting it fine, the deadline for 
the May issue is noon on Thursday, 20 April & it will be 
ready for collection on Tuesday,  25 April. 
Contributions & Notifications 
The editor welcomes news contributions and letters as 
well as notifications of events within the Parishes for the 
What’s On section and, space permitting, for free ‘one off ’ 
box adverts which are included at the Editor’s discretion. 
These can be submitted online to dubbereditor@
staldhelm-purbeck.org or by post to The Editor, 2 The 
Steddings, Langton Matravers, BH19 3EU ((427202).
How to Format Submissions
Preferably, all emailed Dubber submissions should be 
sent as 12 point Times New Roman (or Minion Pro, if 
you have it) plain type (i.e. no bold, italic or underlining) 
aligned left with single line spacing.

Advertising & Distribution
The Dubber Secretary deals with enquiries regarding 
Distribution and Yearly advertising.  The secretary is 
Victoria Benfield, (office@purbeckbenefice.plus.com); 
The Vestry, St George’s Church, St George’s Close, 
Langton Matravers, Swanage, BH19 3HZ ((427822).  
Please contact Victoria (office hours on page 6) if you 
have any queries about the receipt of your Dubber copy or 
if you would like to know more about advertising in The 
Dubber;  If you are a distributer in need of help or advice 
please speak to the person who delivers your bundles to 
you and escalate to Victoria in plenty of time if you have 
an issue. Additionally, if you, or someone you know, is 
leaving/have left the parishes and would like to continue to 
receive a copy of The Dubber, please contact the Secretary 
via email or telephone to arrange this. Dubber distributers 
are always needed!
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Inside this issue...

5 Welcome from the Editor

5 Parish Council Information

6 The Parishes: rectory reflections

7 The Parishes: Services & Parish Business

8 Church News

9 General News

10 Harmans Cross News

11 Kingston News

12 Worth Matravers News

13 Langton Matravers News

14 News From Nowhere

15 late News

18 What’s On

From the Editor

view on-line at: 
www.staldhelm/purbeck.org/dubber/

Langton Matravers PC
Parish Clerk - Dr Jenny Marshall
Address - The Parish Office, 1A High Street, Langton Ma-
travers. (Open: Weds, Thurs, Fri from 9-10.30am)
Email: langtonmatravers@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
Web: www.langtonmatravers-pc.org
Phone: 01929 425100
Worth Matravers PC
Parish Clerk - Roger Khanna
Email: worthmatraversparishclerk@gmail.com

Web: www.worthmatraversparishcouncil.org
Phone: 01929 439044 

Corfe Castle PC (Kingston)
Parish Clerk - Michelle Harrington
Address: 34 Egmont Road, Poole Dorset BH16 5BZ 
Email: clerk@corfecastleparishcouncil.gov.uk
Web: www.corfecastleparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/CorfeCastlePC
Phone: 01202 670105

Parish Council Information

There has been a positive 
tsunami of submissions this 

month. I have done my best to fit 
everything in and added extra 
pages but if your piece doesn't 
appear, I can only apologise.

The Christian Aid Plant Stall 
& Coffee Morning is once again 
looking for donations of plants, cakes and helpers. It 
will take place on the final Saturday of Christian Aid 
week, 20 May, between 10 and 12. I am potting on seed-
lings at the moment and hope, with the addition of your 
donations, to have a good variety of plants to offer.

Happy Easter to you all...
... and a fond farewell to James!

Angela

dubbereditor@staldhelm-purbeck.org
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THE PARISHES OF ST ALDHELM'S

RECTORY REFLECTIONS   

April 2023    

In the beginning, a snatched meal.
Humanity’s eyes opened to see - what? 

Nakedness.
Innocence lost.
In the beginning - a poetic exploration of the conse-

quence of humanity seeking to be equal to God, but instead sharing in deceit 
- a deceit that will lead to suspicion and, in time, rivalry and death - murder.

Personal gratification, rejection of accountability and greed - promoted 
above the task of humanity to reflect the image of God and care for abundant 
creation in all its glorious diversity. 

Seeds of disaster sown.
Two disciples - all hope of a new world, a new exodus, freedom for Israel, 

the people of God - lost
The one hailed as Messiah, dead. A pretender after all. Murdered by those 

he was called to defeat
No hope.
And then, hearts warmed as scripture is opened up, by a stranger (Luke 

24.13-35)
A stirring in their spirit - a glimpse of something seemingly intangible, 

unimagined - yet so right...
Another improvised meal.
Eyes opened
There, incredibly, improbably, impossibly is Jesus.
Reclothed.
Innocent.
Hope rekindled.
A new beginning.
The first day of a new creation.
Death, violence, evil, murder, oppression does not after all have the final 

word.
The final word is - love.
God’s Kingdom breaking into history - the promise to Israel, to the world, 

realised, subverted.
A new, as yet unwritten chapter, embracing an ancient story.
A story whose closing word is - love.
A story, which if we allow it, embraces us all.
A story, which continues to subvert, to challenge, to seek justice.
A story in which the people of God, following the radical example of the 

crucified, risen Jesus, are never, whatever the provocation or atrocity, called 
to fight evil with the weapons of evil.

To do so is to return to an earlier poetic narrative. 
The consequences of which are self-evidently known.
The way of the Kingdom is peace - a narrow and demanding and count-

er-cultural, counter-intuitive way indeed.
The way of Jesus.
Our way?

This is my last Dubber post. Thank you to everyone who has engaged 
in the conversation over the past (nearly) five years. 

     
James Mercer

Priest with Responsibility 
 for the Parishes of St Aldhelm's

The Dubber is the 
mouthpiece of the Parishes 

of St Aldhelm's

St James’, Kingston 
St George’s, Langton Matravers 

St Nicholas of Myra,Worth Matravers 
with Harmans Cross 

The Chapel of St Aldhelm’s Head

Associate Priest
Revd Nick Webb
(07866 546162

8fulloflifegardens@googlemail.
com

Benefice Administrator
Victoria Benfield

 St George’s Church
 St George’s Close

Langton Matravers
Swanage

BH19 3HZ
(01929 427822

8office@purbeckbenefice.plus.com
Keep updated with events and visit the 

website, Facebook or Twitter 

www.staldhelm-purbeck.org    

       @StAldhelm           Aldhelm Benefice    

Churchwardens
Parishes of St Aldhelm's Benefice

Richard Earl (01929 475822
Janet Robinson (07986 553969

PRE-SCHOOL
SERVICE

a service for pre-school 
children and parents

3 May
St George’s Church
Weather Permitting



The Coffee Pot
Meet for real coffee & cake on the first 
Thursday of each month
St George’s Church
10-11.30am 
Thursday, 6 April
Good company & chat. All welcome!
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SERVICE TIMES IN THE PARISHES

SUNDAY 2  APRIL  PALM SUNDAY
8am Holy Communion BCP Worth
11am Holy Communion Corfe
11.15am Holy Communion 

(with procession of palms)
Kingston

5pm Celtic Evening Prayer
(with Stations of the Cross)

Worth

6pm Palm Sunday in Words & 
Music

Langton

WEDNESDAY 5 APRIL
10am Communion, contemplation 

& conversation      
Langton

THURSDAY   6 APRIL   MAUNDY THURSDAY
6.30pm Holy Communion Corfe
FRIDAY           7 APRIL   GOOD FRIDAY
10.30am Morning Service Corfe
2pm Hour at the Cross Langton
SUNDAY 9 APRIL  EASTER DAY

6am Dawn Communion St Aldhelm's
9.30am Holy Communion Steeple
10am Family Communion Langton
11am Easter Communion Corfe
SUNDAY 16 APRIL  EASTER 2
10am Celtic Eucharist Worth
10am Morning Worship Langton
10.30am Holy Communion Corfe
11am Walking Church Worth
11.30am APCM St Aldhelm Langton
6pm Evening Prayer HX
WEDNESDAY 19 APRIL
10am Prayer & conversation      Langton
SUNDAY 23  APRIL EASTER 3
10am Celtic Morning Prayer Worth
10am Holy Communion (Patronal 

Festival of St George)
Langton

10.30am Holy Communion Corfe
11.15am Holy Communion Kingston
WEDNESDAY 26 APRIL
10am Communion & conversation      Langton
SUNDAY 30  APRIL EASTER 4
10.30am Benefice Communion Church 

Knowle

'

THE PARISHES OF ST ALDHELM'S

PALMSUNDAY

Sunday 2nd April 6.00pm
St George’s Church, Langton

IN
 M

U
SIC A

N
D

 W
O

RD

            
                                                             

The Sta$ons of the Cross or the Way of the Cross 
refers to a series of images depic1ng Jesus Christ on 
the day of his crucifixion and is usually accompanied by 
prayers at each one. 

There are such a series painted by local ar1st Alan 
Hudson on board using egg tempera, on display at St 
Nicholas church Worth Matravers from 12th March 
2023. 

Please feel free to follow your own journey around 
these images when you visit the church. There will be a 
explanatory leaflet available to use.  

It may help you to pause at each and refer to the 1tles 
of each sta1on as described in it. 

We wish you well on your journey.  

                             All are welcome
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the ringing bug and continue ringing, enjoying a lifetime of 
different ringing experiences.

So, if leaning to ring and the opportunity to ‘ring for 
the King’ catches your imagination, contact James Mercer 
07713 236709 (jamesjmercer@mac.com) or simply turn up 
for a practice night at St Nicholas, Worth Matravers on a 
Monday at 7pm and see what goes on up in the tower.

To find out more you might wish to view this Youtube 
video https://ringfortheking.org/learning-to-ring/. 

James Mercer

PEAL ATTEMPT

On Wednesday 3 April, an attempt will be made to ring 
a peal of minor (i.e., all six bells involved in the meth-

od) at St Nicholas, Worth. The peal will begin at 9.30am and 
finish around midday.

The ringers will be mainly from the high acclaimed 
Wimborne Minister band. The peal will celebrate Easter and 
mark the retirement of James Mercer as Associate Priest in 
the parish (James will be ringing the treble bell). Do listen 
out for what should be a high quality ringing performance.

GOOD FRIDAY 

There will be a quiet hour of music and readings to mark 
Good Friday on Friday, 7 April at 2pm at St George’s 

Church. Langton Matravers. This is a time of contemplation 
whilst revisiting the last hours with Jesus before his crucifix-
ion. It can be a very meaningful service especially with all 
the chaos of life in 2023 all around us. All are very welcome. 
Any more details: contact Becca 07553877947. 

Becca Charron

ST NICHOLAS ROOF APPEAL

The news that the Heritage lottery Fund had given us a 
grant of £249,008 was received just in time to be includ-

ed as a ‘STOP PRESS’ in last month’s Dubber. On receiving 
the news Nicholas Phillips, Patron of the Appeal, wrote:

“What a wonderful gift from the Heritage Lottery. Alle-
luia! Our target has now come down from the stratosphere 
to one that we must surely achieve. I hope that readers will 
redouble their support so that we may soon have the joy of 
looking up and seeing building work in progress.”

We still have to raise approximately £100,000 to achieve 
our target, however, with costs currently increasing dramat-
ically, the Project Team have decided that we should press 
ahead with work as soon as possible. A meeting has now 
taken place with the architects, prospective contractors have 
been invited to tender and, all being well, we hope to under-
take the work in late Summer/early Autumn 2023 or early 
Spring 2024.

The Oldie Literary Lunch took place in March, with a 
full house and the beautiful surroundings of the Kingston 
Country Courtyard barn the event was considered a most 
enjoyable success whilst generating a contribution of ap-
proximately £3,000 towards the appeal. 

We are delighted that Nicholas Hely Hutchinson, a Dor-
set painter with an international reputation, has very kindly 
donated a painting of the Church to the appeal. The artist 
describes the painting as combining ‘the luminosity and 
fleeting promise of early morning and the enduring, reas-
suring, presence of the Church.’ The picture will be the sub-
ject of a raffle to be held during the summer months with 
the draw due to take place in the autumn. Post Cards and 

LILIES

If anyone would like to purchase a lily (£5) in memory of a 
loved one at St Nicholas Church for Easter Sunday, could 

they contact Liz Hoad at Elizabethhoad47@gmail.com or 
phone on 01929 439 380 by 4 April please.    Emma O’Reilly

ST GEORGE’S FETE

Now that St George’s, St James and St Nicholas have been 
amalgamated into one St Aldhelm’s Parish, the Fete at 

St George’s will be, as far as I know, the biggest fundraising 
event this year to help the three churches in the new Parish 
thrive. It is a challenge to maintain and heat these ancient 
buildings which grace our villages but somehow, with col-
lections, multiple events, the help of so many villagers and 
generous visitors, we manage to make ends meet most years, 
as well as supporting local and foreign charities.

This year, we want to put on a really enjoyable event 
and get our fund raising back to pre-pandemic levels. So, 
if you would like to help, please get in touch with me either 
by e-mail – cjmeadows@talktalk.net or phone me on 07767 
090013.

We will follow the example of some other successful, lo-
cal fetes and make it an afternoon event, so that visitors don’t 
have to commit a whole day to it. So, it will be open from 
2 – 5 pm on Saturday 12 August. Please put the date in your 
diaries.

We will write again when we are sure of all the stalls we 
will be running and who will be there to entertain you. 

Chris Meadows

RING FOR THE KING

Throughout the country, plans are being made to Ring 
for the King at the of King Charles III on 6 May 2023.

For hundreds of years church bells have rung out, not 
only to call communities to worship, but also to celebrate 
special occasions, in remembrance of others and to signify 
special events. They are part of the soundscape of the UK. In 
June 2022, we all celebrated Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum 
Jubilee with the sound of bells. Bells also rang out with a 
muffled sound throughout the nation as a mark of respect at 
her passing in September 2022.

Following the announcement of King Charles’ Corona-
tion, an appeal has been to recruit more ringers to be trained 
in time to Ring for the King.

Bellringing is taught, not in a classroom or lecture hall, 
but in the belfry of church towers, as a hands-on practical 
exercise for the body, the mind and the spirit.

If you’re interested in learning to ring, the first stage is to 
visit a bell tower, watch a practice, see some ringing, meet 
the team and ask any questions. Most bellringing teams love 
having visitors, and will be pleased to make you welcome. 
If you’d then like to learn, someone from the team will help 
you get started with handling lessons. 

Your first lessons will concentrate on developing the 
skills to handle a bell; the technique to control the bell us-
ing the rope. This is done on a one-to-one basis with your 
trained instructor. This initial skill can take 10 to 15 hours of 
tuition to acquire.

Once you can handle a bell safely and competently you 
will start to learn how to ring with others. This will require 
you to attend a weekly practice. Soon, you’ll find you’ve got 

CHURCH NEWS



The Dubber  9

Greeting Cards depicting the picture are already available 
for sale in St Nicholas of Myra, St George’s, St James’ and 
Harmans Cross Village Hall. 

We continue to receive wonderful donations from 
friends of the Church but there remains a significant sum to 
be raised. Our target sum is now within sight but, as always, 
we welcome your donations in order that we can progress 
with works as soon as contractors are available. Further do-
nations to the St Nicholas of Myra Roof Appeal may be made 
to:

 PCC of St Aldhelm, Purbeck
 Sort Code : 30 96 26
 Account No: 77535768
 Ref: WRA
If you are able to Gift Aid your donation please contact 

the Appeal Treasurer Mike Robinson at: mikenjanet@
btinternet.com. 			                 Hugh Cochrane

Practice Manager, in late February, the first meeting in my 
role as Chair.

It has been agreed that we will meet every four months 
and will seek PPG members from across the Practice catch-
ment area including the surrounding villages to give wide 
representation and support to the Surgery.

We were able to thank Dr Lepper and his team for all 
their hard work and for reintroducing sit and wait surgeries 
which have been so well received, recognising that GP re-
cruitment/finding Locums is not easy so adding to Practice 
challenges.

The PPG will be re-introducing health talks in early 
summer which will be open to all Surgery patients so please 
do look out for the programme.

I am pleased to report that Covid vaccinations will be 
available at Wareham Hospital for the over 75's and those 
immuno-suppressed from mid-April.

Residents in Nursing Homes will also be offered vaccina-
tions as will some children.

At a recent survey visit it was suggested by the visiting 
team that Corfe Surgery could benefit from a TV screen in 
the waiting room area.

Dr Lepper has asked that we seek your views on this sug-
gestion as it was felt that waiting room conversations could 
be compromised and the area is relatively small.

Please do contact us if you would like to join the PPG 
committee or tell us your thoughts about a TV screen 
in the waiting room. We will welcome your support. 
We can be contacted by email or through the Surgery. 
CorfeCasteSurgeryPPG@gmail.com. 

Maggie Hardy, PPG Chair

PURBECK ART WEEKS FESTIVAL 

This year the Festival runs from 27 May – 11 June. At 
the end of May, our artists will be opening their studi-

os across beautiful Purbeck, and people of all ages from the 
community will be involved through workshops and arts 
projects. Our collective exhibition will be hosted, as usual, 
in Rollington Barn with café and demonstrations. 

Now is the time to book your tickets for our events. We 
are proud to be opening the Festival with The Gesualdo Six, 
an award-winning vocal ensemble performing some of the 
finest renaissance consort works. Voice, an exciting Trio of 
singers, offer an original piece of concert-theatre exploring 
the world of 12th century nun Hildegard von Bingen – com-
poser and visionary. As part of our Portraiture Celebration 
with The Mowlem, PAW President Philip Jackson will give 
his unique insights into portraiture in public sculpture, Ten-
ebrae are back with an unbeatable programme of music by 
William Byrd, and we end with an exploration of 17th cen-
tury songs of women’s abandonment with Helen Charlston 
and Toby Carr - voice and theorbo. For more information 
and to book your tickets please go to www.purbeckartweeks-
festival.co.uk

EVENTS PROGRAMME 2023
Sunday, 28 May, Wareham - The Gesualdo Six: Bushes 

And Briars 
Saturday, 3 June, Kingston - Voice: Hildegard Transfig-

ured 
Thursday, 8 June, Swanage - Talk By Philip Jackson 

CVO Dl MA FRBS. The Trials and Tribulations of doing 
Portraiture in Public Sculpture 

Friday, 9 June, Wareham - Byrd At 400: Tenebrae 

SWANAGE FOOD BANK

A very big thank you to everyone who has left food do-
nations for the Swanage Food Bank in St Nicholas and 

St George’s churches. I have been given an up to date list of 
the food and toilette requirements. St Nicholas list will be on 
the notice board outside the church and St George’s will be 
by the food box.

I would also like to thank Yvonne Spencer who over 
the winter months has sold her crocheted neck warmers in 
Worth bus shelter and has raised £300 for the Food bank.

Your generous donations are very much appreciated. 
Liz Hoad

CORFE CASTLE SURGERY

Following on from our recent meeting with the Patient 
Participation Group (PPG) in which we were able to 

properly welcome Maggie Hardy as our Chair, the Practice 
would like to thank all that attended and for the ideas and 
discussions that took place.

During the meeting we spoke with Kathy Morris, the 
drivers co-ordinator for Friends of Corfe Castle Surgery. We 
would appeal to anyone with any free time that could help 
the volunteers to drive our patients to and from the Practice, 
and sometimes further afield to the hospitals.

Kathy does a fantastic job of organising the volunteers to 
help our patients that cannot easily get out and about with-
out some assistance, but says that the need for extra volun-
teer drivers is high.

If you would like to discuss volunteering or to put your 
name down on the contact list, please do get in touch with 
Kathy Morris on 01929 425890 or Kathy.morris3@btinter-
net.com.

Another discussion point was ‘Carers Time’ a volun-
teer run, carers support group at the Village Hall on the last 
Thursday of every month from 10am-12pm. If you know 
of anyone that would benefit from more details, please ask 
them to contact Danielle, our carers lead at the Surgery and 
she will be able to assist them. 

Kerry Norman, Practice Manager
 

CORFE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP

The PPG committee was delighted to hold a very positive 
and constructive meeting with Dr Lepper and Kerry, the 

GENERAL NEWS
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Saturday, 10 June, Corfe Castle - Battle Cry: She Speaks 
Helen Charlston and Toby Carr.                    Charlotte Heath

GEOPOETRY EVENT AT BURNGATE

Interested in learning about geopoetry and in taking time 
to reflect on our beautiful landscape and derive inspira-

tion from our local stone to express the earth in new ways? 
You might be interested in this event on the weekend of 2-4 
June.
https://burngatestonecentre.co.uk/tuition/geopoetry/. 

Here’s is an example to whet the appetite.

More Old Dorset Fossils?
Patrick Corbett, 2018

Just when you think all have been found
folk returned to the hallowed ground
where Mr Beckles opened a pit
seeing the first mammal’s teeth, gnawed a bit.

The mammal bed of Durlston Bay
just south of Swanage. Today
near the Jurassic-Cretaceous boundary,
they have just found D. newmani1

Do you know me,
young D. ensomi2?
I’m the one who passed by your way
following in the footsteps of publican Ray

But young Charlie and sage Paul
didn’t drop the palaeo-ball.
They kept up their interest,
as others in the Square attest.

In life it takes years to in-sink,
and even more years to spot the link
to what once happened at this Purbeckian spot
which time has almost forgot.
 
1 Durlstotherium newmani
2 Dulstodon ensomi

TWAM UPDATE

There have been several generous donations of surplus 
garden tools, electrical tools, mechanical items, a com-

pressor, at least seven sewing machines and three knitting 
machines, carpentry tools, welding equipment, and some 
haberdashery supplies. The charity collects from us on a 
regular basis to take donated items to Rugby or Ipswich, 
where they are checked, refurbished, combined with donat-
ed goods from across the UK, put into full kits, ready to start 
the journey to Africa. A big thank you to all who have con-
tributed recently.

There is an on-going need, so we are always pleased to 
hear from you with offers of usable tools of all types, which 
can be transported to Malawi, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe 
and Dr Congo. These refurbished tool kits help to transform 
rural communities through running skills centres, training 
and the provision of tools. This year already a container has 
also been taken to Tanzania for distribution. If you look on 
the website www.twam.uk you can easily check which items 
can be donated. There is also a need for Fully working IT 

HXVH VILLAGE HALL
 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of Harmans Cross Village 
Hall Management Committee will take place in the Hall 

on Friday, 21April at 6.30pm. Please come along to find out 
what has been happening at your village hall over the past 
year. The meeting will be followed by a cheese and wine 
social from 7.30pm. (A suggested donation of £5 per person 
will be requested on the evening for the cheese and wine 
event.) All Harmans Cross residents are welcome. To book a 
place at the meeting contact Kathy Furlong on: secretary@
harmanscrosshall.co.uk and indicate if you wish to stay for 
the social event.

MOVIE NIGHT –TUESDAY 11 APRIL
Where the Crawdads Sing is based on the best-selling 

book by Delia Owens; we are taken to the beautiful and dan-
gerous marshland of North Carolina in the 50s and 60s, a 
place “where the crawdads sing”; crawdads being crayfish 
that apparently sing when no human beings are around. Kya 
is a young woman who has basically raised herself in a re-
mote shack. She’s had to learn to survive when her drunken 
and violent Pa drove Kya’s mother away after years of do-

equipment (running a minimum of Microsoft Windows 
7), such as desktop computers, laptops, tablets, networking 
switches and routers, (but not printers or scanners). Also Bi-
bles - in modern English version are appreciated.

Please contact your local collector via email:- richardf@
twam.uk or by phone on 07590 903922 to arrange a conve-
nient time 

Thank you once again for recent contributions and please 
feel free to pass on TWAM details if you know somebody lo-
cally who is trying to downsize or no longer needs various 
equipment.  			    Judy & Richard Forgan 

NATIONAL TRUST

The hares are running through the fields at Weston at 
the moment. Such a lovely sight (and for me the first 

place I saw a hare was in the fields next to Renscombe Car 
Park). We have a few updates from Weston Farm for you 
this month.

This year we’re going to open a small campsite at Weston 
Farm. It’ll be for 28 days, and offer a maximum of 60 pitch-
es. As many of you will remember this is on the site of the 
old Weston Dairy Campsite, but will be of a lower capacity. 
We’ll be open during the school summer holidays and hope 
to provide another good value camping offer for families vis-
iting Purbeck.

Additionally, we’ll be offering five pitches for motor 
homes, on a twelve month license, which should not be vi-
sually intrusive from the village.

We’re fortunate that filming will be taking place again 
this year at Winspit. The South West Coast Path will remain 
open but there will be no access to the Winspit Quarries 
from April 12-29. East Man and the sea will remain open. 
The money that we receive for the location fee goes back into 
the management of the land at Weston Farm and across the 
South Purbeck estate.

As well as hares, keep your eyes peeled for the first early 
spider orchids – the fields on the coast hold around 50% of 
the UK population! 			        Tom Clarke

HARMANS CROSS
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KINGSTON

A very well attended concert was given at St James 
Church in March by Karen Grant. About seventy peo-

ple were entertained with some wonderful singing of a very 
varied repertoire and Roderick Raley accompanied Karen 
with a couple of hymns. The retiring collection was for the 
Turkey and Syria Earthquake appeal and with gift aid the 
total is about £768 which is a brilliant effort. Our thanks to 
everyone involved either with helping or cake donations for 
the refreshments and special thanks to Karen who, as al-
ways, gave a great performance. Judy Forgan & Doreen Farr

KINGSTON CORONATION CELEBRATIONS

Kingston has a number of activities planned over the 
weekend and would be delighted if any residents could 

join us in the celebrations.
FRIDAY, 5 MAY - DRINKS UP THE TOWER

Enjoy the best views in Purbeck with a glass of wine or 
gin and tonic. To kick Coronation celebrations off in style 
please join a Tower Tour plus drinks at the top. Book early to 
avoid disappointment. Details: Kingston, St James Church at 
6pm and 7pm - two "sessions" as space at the top is limited. 
(Or Monday 8 if weather is poor on Friday). Limited to 20 
per tour.  Email Peter on peter29boyce@yahoo.co.uk with 
name, time and number of tickets requested. Suggested cash 
donation £5pp (or more generous!). Donations will go to the 
St James Church fund for major repointing works to solve 
leakage problems around the building. Soft drinks available 
for children, Sensible shoes please for the climb!

SUNDAY, 7 MAY - CORONATION PICNIC

Take time out for a celebratory picnic in a rarely 
discovered beauty spot (details to be revealed) within a 
short drive of the village. Meet in Houns Tout car park at 
1pm and expect to finish at 4pm. Please bring everything 
you would for a Coronation Family Picnic and enjoy bucolic 
England at its best. Again numbers are limited and we need 
to confirm names by 30 April. Car shares can be arranged 
from the village. As well as food and drink, please bring any 
chairs or rugs you might need. If you would like to come 
along we need to have confirmed numbers by 30 April. 
Currently, we have over 20 residents who have booked a 
place. If you would like to join us please book a spot by email 
kingstonvillageresidents@gmail.com or call John on 07711 
715352.

MONDAY, 8 MAY - VOLUNTEERING DAY
If you would like to join other neighbours in volunteer-

ing then email kingstonvillageresidents@gmail.com or call 
John on 07711 715352. Further information to follow as de-
tails confirmed. 			               John Beauchamp

mestic abuse; her siblings fled and Pa finally keeled over. So 
as a teenager Kya is on her own, making a living by selling 
freshwater mussels to the local store, roaming wild and free 
on the wetlands in her outboard motorboat and drawing 
pictures of the local flora and fauna with her amazing un-
trained artistic talent.

Kya is subject to much paranoid misogynistic abuse 
from the local townsfolk, who are also racist to her only al-
lies, the black store-owners. But two very similar-looking lo-
cal blond hunks fall in love with Kya. One is a decent young 
fellow called Tate who is just about to go away to study at 
Chapel Hill. The other guy is boorish high school quarter-
back Chase, whose dead body is found in the marsh, just 
underneath the fire tower. Kya is arrested for his murder. She 
pleads not guilty. So was Chase’s death an accident – or did 
someone else kill him?

Doors and bar open at 7pm, and the film starts at 7.30pm 
with admission still at the inflation-busting price of £5.

And diary dates for our next movies are:
Tuesday 9 May - Mrs Harris Goes to Paris
Tuesday 13 June - The Outfit

HXVH BARN DANCE 
We are having a good old Barn Dance at the Hall on 

Saturday, 3 June 6pm-10pm, with live music and calling 
from the Black Sheep Band. Our local favourite pizza team 
- Coastal Crust Pizzas - will be on site selling fabulous wood 
fired pizzas. And the HXVH Bar will be open serving a wide 
range of refreshments, including locally-sourced ales - per-
haps for those who prefer to drink and watch, rather than 
dosey-doeing!

Tickets are available via the HXVH website – go to the 
Special Events page at www.harmanscrosshall.co.uk. Tickets 
for adults are £10 in advance (£12 on the door if we have any 
capacity on the night) and £6 for under 18s. 

Alison & the HXVH Committee
 

 

Charity Pop-Up Flower Stall 
Worth Matravers Bus Shelter 

                          

Pretty flower & herb posies 
Donations to St Nicholas Church Roof Fund and MyTime 

Young Carers. Cash only. 

   

 

KINGSTON
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WM VILLAGE HALL
VILLAGE HALL AGM

Please join the Village Hall Trustees for drinks on Tues-
day, 11 April at 6.30 pm followed by the AGM starting at 

7pm. You will find this meeting informative about all mat-
ters relating to the Village Hall and local events. Bring along 
any questions and suggestions.

CORONATION PICNIC ON THE GREEN
This will now be on Sunday, 7 May starting at 12 noon to 

align with the Coronation Big Lunch. Bring your own pic-
nic and something to sit on. The event will be run along the 
same lines as our successful Queens Jubilee celebration last 
year. Bring friends and relatives for a fun afternoon. There 
will be a marquee in case of poor weather. 

WORTH CHARITY FETE
Be sure to make a note, it will be held in the village on 

Bank Holiday Monday, 29 May 10.30am-2.30pm. We hope 
it will raise much needed funds for our local charities and 
the St Nicholas Church roof repairs. There will be games on 
the village green along with stalls offering a fabulous array of 
plants, eco-friendly gifts, cakes and refreshments, hot food, 
Pimms, Hattie Browns beer and much more!

We are currently looking for quality bric a brac for our 
stalls along with books and toys. This year we also adding 
Vintage Clothes. If you have any quality items to donate, 
please drop them upstairs in the village hall or call Debbie 
Handy on 01929 439013. In the case of vintage clothes (20 
plus years old), you may have some lovely gear tucked away 
in the wardrobe and now is the chance to find them a new 
home. We will also be looking for Tombola and Raffle prizes, 
and your contributions will be hugely appreciated. For these, 
liaise with Liz Hoad 01929 439380. Garden plants continue 
to be welcome (See Plants Wanted see below) and for cake 
donations contact Angela Wenham on 01929 439911.

There will be some tables for other Local Artisans to dis-
play and sell their Arts and Crafts in stalls along Pikes Lane. 
If you are local and interested in this opportunity and hav-
en’t already been contacted, please let us know and we will 
see if we can fit you in. Any enquiries please contact us via 
email events@worthmatraversvillagehall.org. 

The Village Events Team

PLANTS WANTED

We will be very grateful for any donations of garden 
plants to sell at this years’ Worth Charity Fete Plant 

Stall on 29 May. We can pot up your spare perennials and 
grow on your spare seedlings - we can collect. We will even 
be selling seeds this year so seed packets will be welcome 
too. Please contact Yvonne for details on 01929 439946. 

				          The Plant Stall team

PROJECT: PROJECT

Project : Project. A unique fusion of music and creation 
from saxophonist Rob Mills and artist Sharon James. 

Whilst Rob plays Sharon interprets the music on screen. 
This is on 22 April at Worth Matravers Village Hall.

Those who have seen project: project will know what an 
exciting event this will be. The bar will open at 7pm and con-
cert start at 7:30pm. Entrance only £7.50, cash on the door 
– reserve your tickets on the Village Hall Website. 

Any surplus from the evening will be donated to the 

Church roof appeal. 			       Peter Handy

FLOWERS, FOLIAGE AND HERBS WANTED! 

Worth Village Hall will be opening 10am - 4pm on 
Thursday, 6 April to accept donations of flowers, foli-

age, and fresh cut herbs. We are making bouquets and posies 
to sell for charity from Worth Bus Shelter over the Easter 
Holiday. Any questions - contact Yvonne on 01929 439946. 

The Pop-up Flower Stall Team
WORTH FILM CLUB

Our next screening on Wednesday, 19 April will be Af-
tersun. Charlotte Wells’ film is an emotionally piercing 

insight into 11 year-old Sophie’s relationship with her single 
father. It’s also a warm meditation on childhood memories, 
the ways in which they are worn and replayed in our minds, 
the meanings that were not there then, but are there now, 
and the poignancy of the remembering mind. Structured 
masterfully through flashbacks via Sophie’s adult self, it’s a 
truly beautiful film about connecting with lost loved ones 
and has been widely celebrated as the best British film of 
2022. Please join us for a drink at 7pm and the film will be-
gin as 7.30pm.

To avoid disappointment at the door, book early online: 
www.worthmatraversvillagehall.org. Tickets are £5. 

				                Claude Bonfanti

WORTH MATRAVERS PARISH COUNCIL
MARCH MEETING 

Present: Chairman Cllr J Burden, Vice Chairman Cllr I 
Bugler, Cllrs J Hooper, T Peacock C Vosper.

CLERKS REPORT 
The PC agreed to the purchase of 25 maxi cones with 

barrier tape.for parking control on the highway to control 
obstruction from visitors in the adjacent road to the Square 
and Compass pub in Worth village. 

HIGHWAY MATTERS
The PC noted an update on Fly tipping and bollard dam-

age by Old Lookout Langton to Worth road. These bollards 
had been recently replaced and had not been properly se-
cured and as a result had been quickly displaced again. This 
had been reported for action to Dorset Highways. 

The Clerk presented an estimate of £805 plus VAT which 
had been received from the contractor for replacing and re-
pairing the loss of the roofing material etc. on the bus shelter 
at HX by Haycrafts Lane. It was agreed to instruct the Clerk 
to go ahead. (Cllr Burden was absent from the meeting for 
this item)

The PC considered information received by the Clerk re-
garding a WM resident proposal for Electric Charging Sta-
tions for e-cars. It was agreed to instruct the Clerk to carry 
out further investigations. 

PLANNING AND TREE WORK APPLICATION 
The PC considered PA P/FUL/2023/00927 : Land west of 

Haycrafts Lane, Harmans Cross Swanage BH193EB. Erec-
tion of a Storage Barn, for the Purposes of Storage of Im-
plements, Machinery and Paraphernalia relating to the Use 
and Management of Land west of Haycrafts Lane, Harmans 
Cross, Swanage BH19 3EB. There was considerable uncer-
tainty as to the status of this application as much of this 
proposal appeared to have already been completed. The PC 
also noted hard standings and additional road infrastructure 
within the site also appeared to have been completed. 

The PC noted the NT Weston Farm Buildings Master-

WORTH MATRAVERS



plan meeting on 24 April at 4pm which the Chair and Vice 
Chair would attend. Cllr Vosper also indicated a wish to at-
tend if possible with her future work commitments. One of 
the major issues to be raised by the PC was the proposed NT 
campsite arrangements. 

DISCUSSION AND INFORMATION
Cllrs have been made aware that the government has re-

cently launched a consultation into a new permitted devel-
opment right to support temporary recreational campsites 
by permanently extending Permitted Development Rights 
(PDR) for tent camping from 28 days to 60 days for farm-
ers and landowners in England. Under current regulations, 
farmers and landowners can operate temporary campsites 
for up to 28 days each year. Cllrs felt, since the parish is locat-
ed in ANOB, many concerns in view of the very significant 
issues and problems especially previous site access into and 
through Worth village and other issues such as the impact of 
noise, environmental and anti-social behaviours. It was very 
important for residents to be made aware of these proposals 
and to enable them make their views known to the Govern-
ment on this proposed extension of Permitted Development. 
The government is inviting response to the consultation by 
25 April 2023 via an online survey. The Clerk would be pre-
paring a report to the next 4 April PC meeting.

			           Roger Khanna, Parish Clerk
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by volunteers: if you think you might be able to spare a cou-
ple of hours to join us on a regular basis, or as a ‘reserve’, we’d 
love to hear from you. www.langtonmatraversmuseum.org

We had a another fascinating talk in February by Nick 
Reed on the East Indiaman wrecks of the Dorset coast, and 
in March Mary Sparks explained about the sales of Worth 
Matravers in 1919. Plans are already in hand for a further 
series of talks in the Autumn: dates to be announced later. 

The Management Committee has agreed to start work 
on accreditation for the museum: anyone who can help with 
the task of digitising and rationalising the archive, please 
contact the archivist (Collections Manager), Mary Sparks 
on marywdsparks@hotmail.co.uk It is hoped to have regular 
weekly sessions on the archive at ‘Barton’, on a ‘drop in when 
you can’ basis. Dates for your diary:-

Saturday, 1April, from 10am. (and ongoing) Museum 
open for the season.

Thursday, 18 May, 7.30pm., LMVH. Society’s AGM 
(members only). 
Daryle Pearson, Mary Sparks, Publicity & Communications

LANGTON MATRAVERS PARISH COUNCIL 
MARCH MEETING

Present: Cllr Knight (in the chair), VC Christie, Cllrs 
Pearson, Sutton and Golob. One member of the public 

was present.
NATIONAL TRUST REPORT

Following the recent increase in visitor numbers the 
National Trust are to keep the overflow carpark at Spyway 
open. The National Trust have worked to get Beryl Bikes 
(the flexible bike hire in BCP) to cover their four carparks 
at Studland. This has been funded by the Wytch Farm fund. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A member of the public thanked the council for their 

part in the affordable housing at Spyway, where he and his 
young family have recently moved. 

PLANNING MATTERS
•	 Application No: P/LBC/2023/01015. Location: 1 

Acton Vale, The Lane, Langton Matravers. BH19 
3JU Proposal: Internal alterations and fit out. No 
objection. 

BUS SHELTER
Following long-standing member of the community 

Linda Kirby’s move from the village, there is currently no-
one responsible for maintaining the flowerbeds alongside 
the bus stop. If anyone is interested in taking on this role 
please contact the Clerk. 

KING’S CORONATION 
Acton is to have a lunch party to celebrate the King’s 

Coronation. 
LITTERING/FLYTIPPING

It has been noted that there was been a recent spate of 
littering in the village, resulting in the litterbin next to Regi-
nald Saville’s bench now being used as a planter. The council 
are in the course of investigating this and possible solutions 
to littering in the village. The Parish Council has also been in 
contact with Dorset Council about the overflowing dog bins.

The next Parish Council meeting is to be held at 7 pm on 
13 April in the village hall.        Jenny Marshall, Parish Clerk

LOVE LANGTON SPRING CLEAN 

If you love Langton and would like to help protect the en-
vironment here for us all now and for future generations, 

please come and lend a hand at Love Langton’s spring litter 
pick on Saturday, 1 April at 9.30am meeting at St George’s 
Close.

We provide the kit, brief you so you work safely, and 
then – hey presto – after two hours of everyone’s graft Lang-
ton will look a lot better and be a lot cleaner. Dress for the 
weather, wear boots or walking shoes and ideally bring your 
own gardening gloves. Children over 8 are very welcome but 
please bring an adult with you.

Can’t make it? We’ll be going out again on Saturdays, 17 
June, 30 September, and 25 November reminders will fol-
low. You can also volunteer to pick a particular patch of the 
village on a solo basis more regularly – please get in touch if 
you’re interested: lovelangton@gmail.com.

 		          Love Langton Litter Campaign Team 

LMLHPS SURPRISE YOURSELF!

Have you ever had a look around the Society’s small, but 
perfectly-formed museum? Sadly, the museum has re-

mained closed since the pandemic, in 2020, but we are proud 
to announce that we will be opening again on Saturday, 1 
April and would be very pleased to welcome you between 
10am-12 or 2-4pm, every day except Sunday. Come and find 
out more about the area’s historic stone industry, and other 
aspects of the life of the village over time. 

Plans are afoot for displays about coronations past, and 
the role of radar in winning the 2nd World War. If you have 
any suitable items with direct relevance to previous coro-
nations, especially if they have a Langton link, please let us 
know. The museum is conveniently situated at the heart of 
the village, in St George’s Close, behind the church, BH19 
3HZ and parking is available outside. The museum is staffed 

LANGTON MATRAVERS

Where The Crawdads  S i ng
at  7 .30pm

 Tuesday 1 1  Apr i l  HXVH



THE RAMBLING GARDENER

April can be 'April showers' and a very good time to be 
in England, we shall see if climate change affects April. 

Birdsong hits its glorious annual peak in April, when the 
widest range of bird species throw their energy into one of 
our most uplifting wildlife phenomena. They are in their 
breeding plumage and looking beautiful. I hope to see them 
using my nest boxes and I so enjoy listening to their sing-
ing from my bed when I wake early, a great way to start the 
day. It is a shame that I don’t hear the whitethroats or the yel-
lowhammers with their traditional call of “little bit of bread 
and no cheese” (that used to be part of my morning ride 
from Swanage to Knitson when I was a teenager). There also 
aren’t any resident wheatears, but we do have the beautiful 
melodious call of the collared dove that first became resident 
here in the 50s, from Europe. 

It is great that there are so many things to enjoy, but as a 
gardener I put growing food at the top of the agenda. Grow-
ing perennials is less work, good for the soil, and they often 
have flowers that are good pollinators. Look for seeds so they 
can be sown directly into the soil that they will have to grow 
in. Hopefully in a few years they will do much of the gar-
den work as they will cover the soil and reduce weeds. Your 
only cost will be buying the seeds and waiting for them to 
grow. There are hundreds of edible plants beside the ones we 
buy from shops and a varied diet is a good way to improve 
health. Nettle shoots are great now, I liquidise them with 
stock and onions to make a nutritious soup. The RHS would 
also like us to eat or otherwise get rid of the bought flower-
ing garlic that has been escaping from our gardens and is 
crossing with, and destroying our natural woodland garlic, 
good for soup or salad!

Land cress is a good all year round green, a weed in most 
gardens. I let it flower in one corner and plant the resultant 
seedlings in bare places for picking all winter. This year I 
grew some inside so I did not have to go outside in the cold 
to have fresh spicey leaves. My variegated kale is a very hardy 
perennial, also was good for picking all winter. 

In April look through seed catalogues. Choose seeds for 
the plants you like and do experiment with something you 
don't remember trying before. I will be sowing carrots, let-
tuce, tomatoes, beetroot, leeks, cabbage, kale, squash, radish, 
beans, onion sets, potatoes and some flower seeds. I will also 
be doing quite a bit of maintenance in the garden such as 
renewing rotted wood in the cold-frame and various arches 
as well as mending the fruit cage. 

Good luck with your gardening. I hope to see you here 
on the 5th or 12th for eats and a chat - we can be inside if it is 
wet. Or, give me a ring if you wish to come when the garden 
is quieter.  Tel: 01929 421681. 		                Rachel 

NATURE TOTS

Both my daughters and I attended the first ever Nature 
Tots session on Dunes Day 2021 and the second session 

during the Planet Purbeck Festival in September 2021 both 
ably led by Julia and her team of volunteers. By the time reg-
ular sessions started up on Monday mornings in October 
2021, my daughters and I had fallen in love with Studland 
and attending Nature Tots were an absolute must in our 
weekly routine. 

When the need arose, I found myself leading a session 
or two. At Julia's suggestion, I have since become a National 

Trust volunteer and I have lead and will continue to lead 
Nature Tots sessions on a rotary basis with 3 brilliant volun-
teers: Katherine, Pam and Christine. 

As a family, attending the Nature Tots sessions has en-
couraged a wonder and appreciation of our local area. 

Walking through the woods is fun throughout the year 
and we love observing the changes in nature through the 
seasons. The crafts we do are always interesting and really 
help the kids engage all their senses and get their hands into 
nature. 

We love the unique variety of habitats that Studland of-
fers and I love the challenge of choosing what to do on the 
sessions I will lead depending on the weather. In Winter if it 
is sunny we are on the beach, building sandcastles, stacking 
stones, playing hide and seek in the dunes, marking the tide 
as long as the dogs leave our stick in the sand alone. If it 
is wet and/or windy, into the woods we head. We generally 
forage natural items for a set purpose, for example, to make 
different sounds with; to build dens; to create mud fac-
es, fairy potions; to make nature bracelets, crowns, wands, 
homes for little woodland folk. It is fascinating watching the 
kids imagination run free. The adults have a lot of fun too. It 
is a lovely hour or so where we can get away from the bustle 
of parenting and just enjoy the great outdoors with our little 
ones. My daughters and I more often than not stay in Stud-
land after the sessions are officially over which greatly helps 
us with our 1000 hours outside challenge. We have enjoyed 
many adventures in Studland and created some really spe-
cial memories. 

As an individual, Nature Tots at Studland has given me 
new friends, another way to bring nature into my life, an op-
portunity to give back as a volunteer and is helping develop 
my self confidence as I lead sessions. 

Nature Tots at Studland has taken me on a journey I nev-
er anticipated but will always be grateful for. My family and I 
have fun creating the sessions I will lead. At my most recent 
session, I read a story and the kids chose pictures from the 

story which my husband 
and eldest daughter drew, 
and decorated the pic-
tures using pine needles, 
bracken, birch leaves and 
mud. In an effort to be as 
natural as possible, to mi-
nimise the use of plastic 
and to demonstrate just 
how awesome nature is, we 
used pieces of birch and 
oak bark as "plates" for glue 
and we used pine needles 
and the smallest fir cones 
we could find to apply the 
glue. I was very proud of 
my daughters who eagerly 
helped me prepare before 

the official start time. I was very pleased at how well the ses-
sion went. All the parents had positive feedback which is 
always a great boost. 

We all love that Nature Tots at Studland is free and open 
to all little ones and their parents or guardians. Getting 
families into the great outdoors and encouraging a love of 
nature is vital if we are all to play our part in nature conser-
vation. Nature Tots is hugely significant in getting kids into 
nature from a very young age. 		         Vasi Pillay

NEWS FROM NOWHERE
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LATE SUBMISSIONS

PURBECK STONE TALK BY ‘TREV’ HAYSOM

Purbeck is one of the few places in Britain where stone 
has been quarried continuously since the Norman Con-

quest. Stone from the band of Purbeck Marble can be found 
in many of Britain’s most famous buildings, such as West-
minster Abbey and Salisbury Cathedral. Purbeck stone was 

also used for bridges, walls, cottages, harbours over the last 
thousand years. Purbeck provided not only the stone but 
also many of the stonemasons who produced the remarkable 
carved stonework we see today.
The Haysom family have quarried in Purbeck since the 17th 
Century. Treleven ‘Trev’ Haysom was born Langton Matra-
vers and began working for his father at St Aldhelm’s quary 
in 1959. He is steeped in the history and traditions of Pur-
beck stone. An expert in the stone beds and fossils within 
them, he has a Cretaceous fossil named after him Dorset-
odon Haysomi ! He is the author of the definitive book on 
the subject published in 2020 which draws on the knowledge 
and experiences of generations of the Haysom family.
Come along to hear him speak at Corfe Castle village hall 
on Friday, 21 April at 2pm. It’s open to everyone and admis-
sion is free, there will be a collection for a local charity at the 
end. 					     Martyn Jessop

WHEN IN PURBECK…

Please be considerate and respect everyone, our wildlife 
and farm animals and the environment here. You can re-

ally help by:
•	 Picking up after your dog and taking the bag to a bin 

(ANY street litter bin is fine). If this means taking the 
bag with you in a Dicky Bag (or similar) to a bin some 
distance away or in your car back to your household 
rubbish bin, please do that. 

•	 Why is this important? It’s easy to miss a dog worming 
dose and as so many dogs visit our lovely countryside 
with their owners, it’s a great place for harmful bugs to 
get transmitted to wildlife, farmers’ livestock, to other 
dogs and worse, to children. Neospora caninum was 
identified here when a local farmer had a cow miscarry 
her calf. No one likes to tread in dog poo, or have the 
wheels of their push chair covered in it. And chucking 
a bag into a hedge just means plastic pollution is in-
creased. There’s no such thing as the Dog Poo Bag Fairy!

•	 Litter bins are for street litter –  no household rubbish 
bags from first homes, second homes or holiday homes, 
thank you. Bags get ripped by animals, they encourage 
rats, and can quickly hatch maggots while you’re off up 
the motorway. 

•	 Holiday home owners should all have a commercial col-
lection organised. First and second home owners, if you 
miss the normal collection day, please take your rub-
bish to our local Household Recycling Centres which 
are minutes off the main routes here. Swanage: Pros-
pect Business Park, Victoria Avenue (A351 main road), 
BH19 1EJ. Wareham: Westminster Road Industrial Es-
tate, off Bere Road, BH20 4SN.

•	 Both are open every day except Christmas Day. Hours 
are 9am-5pm, April to Sept, and 10am-4pm Oct to 
March and the teams there are super-helpful.

•	 Flytippers can get themselves a criminal record. If you 
see any flytipping, please report it online confidentially 
to Dorset Council here, ideally with a photograph. 
https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/DWP-
Report-fly-tipping-in-Dorset. You can also phone 
the Council on 01305 221040. Don’t tamper with the 
rubbish as Dorset Council may investigate where it may 
have come from, and will remove it.

The countryside is not a bin: thank you for keeping Purbeck 
clean!                                        Love Langton Litter Volunteers

FORGET-ME-NOT

Rachel Newman and Martin Hill

A group for people living with dementia and their carers 
has been given a new lease of life – by a rugby club.

Swanage and Wareham RFC stepped in after the Covid 
pandemic put paid to meetings of the Forget-Me-Not group.

With concerns about the virus now receding, the club 
offered space at its smart HQ in Bestwall Road, Wareham, 
free of charge. And now the group, run by a collaboration 
between the Dementia UK and Age UK charities, is thriving, 
with regular Monday drop-in sessions attended by up to 30 
sufferers of the memory-loss syndrome and their carers.

Rachel Newman, of Age UK’s North, South and West 
Dorset branch, said: “It’s a place where people with demen-
tia and those who help them can come to find support from 
each other and from professionals who come to offer advice.

“As well as the obvious benefits of socialising we organise 
activities and games that help brain function and dexterity, 
such as dominoes, and music that prompts memories.

“It’s amazing what the rugby club has done. They have 
given us a wonderful space in which to run sessions and 
we’re very grateful.

“Those with dementia seem to enjoy being here. There is 
a lot of fun and laughter alongside the support.

“Sometimes friends or relatives come with their loved-
ones, which also improves understanding of the condition 
and what can be done to help.”

Swans chair Martin Hill said hosting Forget-Me-Not 
was an obvious course for the club given the Rugby Foot-
ball Union’s ongoing examination of the links between the 
game’s players and early-onset dementia.

But the main motive for the offer of free space was to 
benefit the local community in general.

He said: “We have these facilities here at our clubhouse 
but don’t use them during weekdays. So what’s the point of 
leaving the place empty when there are individuals and com-
panies out there charging excessive amounts to local groups, 
trying to get as much money out of them as possible?”

The club also hosts Lewis-Manning hospice care sessions 
and an NHS cardio group for minimal fees covering just 
electricity costs.

And it is also involved in various ways with disability and 
multiple sclerosis groups, and the Lions.

Mr Hill said: “Making more use of clubhouses, grounds 
and facilities has to be the way forward for sports clubs".

					      Chris Hockley



You are warmly invited to

A Coronation Community 
Cream Tea

at
St George’s Church 
Langton Matravers

at 4pm on 

Sunday 7 May

No need to book...
just come along 

and join the party

Rev James Mercer
Associate Minister, Parish of St Aldhelm, Purbeck

As many of you will know, James is retiring from the Parish on Easter Day after 5 years in Langton.

Apart from his work within the churches in Langton, Worth and Kingston, James is a Governor and pioneer
of Forest School at St George’s School, a Trustee of The Wave, Chairman of the Village Hall Committee,
Bell Ringing Captain at St Nicholas’, Worth, and a Signalman on Swanage Railway. He is known to many 
in the village, often to be seen being walked by his Yorkshire terrier, Sydney!

His regular presence in the village will be missed, as will that of Gail who puts in countless hours of 
volunteer work at St George’s School, Swanage Food Bank, the Swanage WI, Swanage Pier and as a regular
PASH stallholder.

Before this begins to sound too much like an obituary, we are delighted to say that James and Gail will be 
exchanging the Vicarage for a house of their own in Swanage, so their association with the school, the village
and the churches will continue.

James’ final service as Associate Minister in the Parish will be at 10am on Sunday 9th April, Easter Day. All
are very welcome to attend and there will be refreshments following the service.

Should you wish to make a donation towards a leaving gift, use one of the following methods:
• Scan the QR code
• Give cash to one of the churchwardens or sidespeople at any of our services
• Use Bank Transfer. Account name:PCC of St Aldhelm, Purbeck. Sort code 40-52-40. 
Account number 00034701. Reference James gift

,

Can you help? 
...by providing your 

unwanted items for the 
Langton Fete 
in August? 

(we are collecting early
 to ensure we have a 

good amount of stock!) 

We need jewellery, handbags, 
scarves, coats, blazers, jackets, 

waterproof gear, unwanted gifts 

Please bring them
 to the back of 

St George's Church from now 
on and we will collect them.

Or ring Judy Barnes on 
01929 427649 

for other drop-off addresses
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FREE

All volunteers are fully compliant and DBS checked. 
Registered charity 1015988 (England and Wales) & SC038924 (Scotland).
CS3593b_1222

Royal Voluntary Service | Home Library Service

Our Home Library Service brings your local library service straight to 
your front door. We can deliver books Free of Charge to people who 
enjoy reading but are unable to get to their local library due to poor 
health or mobility, or caring responsibilities.

For more information, please ask at your local library, 
or call Royal Voluntary Service on 01305 236 666, email us on 
dorsethomelibraryservice@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk 
or visit us at royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk

Alternatively you can speak to Dorset Library Service, call 01305 225 000, 
email dorsetlibraries@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk,
or visit dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/libraries

YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY AT YOUR DOORSTEP

BRINGING THE LIBRARY TO YOU

April 22nd 2023
There is an open meeting in Langton Matravers Village Hall 
for microscopists in Dorset – and elsewhere! Hosted by the 

Quekett Microscopical Club, it is a chance to see how we 
use microscopes to view different types of specimens. 

Our group have a variety of interests and enjoy talking about 
them informally in this ‘Gossip’ meeting.

We invite people to 
pop in. From 10.30 to 
12.30 and 2-3.30 we 
will be there. We will 
have some small 
microscopes for 
children to use.  

Details for microscopists and visitors at 
outreach@quekett.org

 Raised taster bed 
available

 at Langton Matravers 
allotments 

Free for a year to anyone who is 
interested in a taste for grow your 
own veg before embarking on an 

allotment plot

If interested contact 
Elaine on 07973758945

Christian Aid Coffee 
Morning & Plant Sale

10am - Noon 
Saturday 20 May

St George’s Church

Plant & cake 
contributions needed 

(Contact:  Angela Bell, 427202 
or Mary Bell 427590)
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WHAT’S ON
REGULAR EVENTS
Folk Dancing Tues 7.30-9.45pm LMVH
Langton PO Tues 9-12pm Putlake Tea 

Rooms
Community 
Library

2nd & 4th Weds LMVH

Harmans Cross 
PO

Thurs 9.30-11.30 HXVH

APRIL 2023
1 9.30am Love Langton Spring 

Clean
Meet St 
George's Close

1 6.30pm Hadyn & Mozart St Mary's 
Swanage

2 6pm Palm Sunday in Music St George's Ch

4 9-12pm Post Office Putlake Cafe

4 7.30pm WMPC Meeting HXVH

6 10-
11.30am

Coffee Pot St George's Ch

6 10.30- 
noon

Coffee Junction
Post Office (9.30-11.30)

HXVH

7-10 ? Pop up Flower Stall Worth Bus 
Shelter

11 9-12pm Post Office Putlake Cafe
11 6.30pm WMVH AGM WMVH
13 7.30pm Film: Where the 

Crawdads Sing
HXVH

13 9.30-
11.30am

Post Office HXVH

13 7pm LMPC Meeting LMVH
18 9-12pm Post Office Putlake Cafe
19 7.30pm WMFC: Aftersun WMVH
20 10.30- 

noon
Coffee Junction
Post Office (9.30-11.30)

HXVH

21 2pm Purbeck Stone Talk by 
Trev Haysom

CCVH

21 6.30pm HXVH AGM HXVH

22 10.30-
2.30pm 
& 2- 
3.30pm

Microscopists LMVH

22 7pm Project:Project see page 
12

WMVH

25 9-12pm Post Office Putlake Cafe

27 9.30-
11.30am

Post Office HXVH

30 3.30pm Mayday Singers St George's Ch

Don’t miss
Where the Crawdads Sing

at HXVH  
Tuesday, 11 Apri l

at 7.30pm
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• 30 years practical gardening experience
• R.H.S. Advanced Certificate in Horticulture
• Plant selection and maintenance
• Expertise in herbaceous beds and borders
• Creativity and individuality

Telephone: Penny 07870 437967 
email: pen.jl@hotmail.com

Penny Cleaver 
Professional Plantsman Gardener

Holme for Gardens
• Your Local Garden Centre with knowlegeable staff   
• Large Farm Shop with Local Produce at its best   
•  The Orchard Café with delicious Holme-made 

cakes, cream teas & lunches

Holme Nurseries Ltd, West Holme Farm, Wareham, Dorset. BH20 6AQ 
01929 554716 | www.holmeforgardens.co.uk

Splendid facilities include:
•	 Large main hall & separate meeting room - 

ideal for all events
•	 Advanced audio, digital projection & lighting systems, 

fully fitted commercial kitchen, two-way servery & patio 
doors to outside terrace

•	 New Children’s Playground & large recreational field 
Adjacent to Swanage Railway with ample parking 
space

Please phone Tina/David on 480540
Full details, prices & information at 

www.harmanscrosshall.co.uk

Harmans Cross Village Hall

Professional Carpet &
Window Cleaning

15 HILLSEA RD 
SWANAGE  BH19 2QL 

Telephone 426346 or  07919 277 568

Langton Matravers Village Hall
Available for Hire

Individual roooms or whole hall available
Large Hall, Small Room, Events Room

Newly Fitted Kitchen - Stage with Lighting
for bookings please contact

Email info@langtonvillagehall.co.uk
T: 01929 424647

for further details of LMVH events & clubs
www.langtonvillagehall.co.uk

Swanage & Purbeck 

TAXI
Martin Williams

Airports • Docks • Tours • Hospitals

T: 07969 927424

PURBECK STONE
CONSTRUCTION
Stone supplied and fixed by
THE STONEWORK SPECIALISTS
Patios - Porches - Fireplaces - Walls, etc

Ross Prior, ‘Cosy Corner’
off Haycrafts Lane

Harmans Cross, Swanage

Telephone: 481217
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Tel: 01929 480 597 
www.purbecklettings.co.uk 
kate@purbecklettings.co.uk

Contact  Kate Anson of Purbeck Lettings  for a free no obligation 
valuation or for advice on any aspect of the rentals market 

• Letting Only Service
• Letting and Rent collection
• Full Management
• Vacant Management

“Purbeck Lettings have been superb at managing our property”

DORSET  PROPERTY  SPECIALISTS

 
 

Dubber advert: 

                                                    
 Bespoke flooring, worktops, fireplaces
 Building
 Landscaping, garden features
 Carving & lettering
 Monumental 

01929 439205
haysom@purbeckstone.co.uk 
www.purbeckstone.co.uk
 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting

approved contractor

A.R.HARRIS & SON
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Unit 7, Purbeck Business Centre, 
Victoria Avenue, Swanage Dorset BH19 1AU

Phone 01929 424518  Fax 01929 427519
Emergency 24hr call-out service 07976 848880

Fully Qualified Electricians
for all your electrical needs

SMR Refurbishment
Artisan Decorating & Refurbishment
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Contact Simon on 07973697435 or 01929 480491
follow us on Instagram - beautifulspaces_by_smr
or Facebook - BeautifulSpaces by SMR

West Dorset
Mobile Foot Clinic

www.westdorsetmobilefootclinic.com

Unable to reach or cut your own Nails?
Foot Pain when you walk?

Then why not have Professional treatment within the 
comfort of your own home!

• Nail Cutting, including Diabetic Feet

• Thickened Nails
• Ingrowing Nails
• Fungal Nails
• Corns & Calluses 
• Cracked Heels 
• Hard Skin Removal

Book your home appointment TODAY!

07903 722542 
07712 525058
wdmfc@icloud.com

Roy Fox
SAC Dip FHPT, SAC Dip FHPP, MRFHP

Christine Fox
SAC Dip FHPT, SAC Dip FHPP, MRFHP

Purbeck &
West Dorset
Mobile Foot Clinic



heritage and general builders

           Lime work ~ Carpentry ~  Joinery ~ Roofing     
Extensions ~ Bespoke garden buildings ~ Patios ~ Kitchens

Specialising in heritage & listed buildings

purbeck heritage builders

07927 487959  or 07870 518505

JONATHAN STEDMAN
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Experienced |   Local  |   Personal  |  Friendly 

Tax & Accounts Advice

01929 480899

Email: jonathanstedman1@outlook.com

 BRIAN GLASSOCK BUILDERS LTD  

Tel: 01929 422732  Mob: 07720 851363 

BG Extensions, Alterations, 
Loft Conversions, Roofing,  

Carpentry, Kitchens,  
Bathrooms, Stonework  

& Repairs. 
 

FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Established 1994 
 

ST MICHAELS GARAGE 
Valley Road, Swanage, BH19 3DX     Email : info@smgswanage.co.uk 

Telephone: 01929 480221   Fax: 01929 481221 
 

 New and Used Car Sales 
 Servicing & Repairs for All Makes 
 Full Range of BP Fuels & LPG 
  Convenience Shop 
 Automatic & Jet Car Wash 
 24hr Breakdown & Recovery Service 
 Post Office 

 
“Motoring Locally Since the 60s” 

“The Purbeck Ford Centre” 

01929 427427/ 554700

www.SootyTheSweep.com
Established 1980
Member of NACS & HETAS
Any flue swept
Nests removed
Cowls, pots, nets fitted 
Ladder work
Wood burner servicing
Family business 
Fully Insured
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Ian Bugler 
 

ITB GARDENING and TREE CARE LTD 
 

GRASS CUTTING, Inc FIELDS and PADDOCKS 
 

FENCING, HEDGES and LANDSCAPING 
 

01929 439453  -  07930 434694 
Email: itbgardeningltd@gmail.com 

 

Fb: ITB Gardening And Tree Care Ltd 
 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE  

 

 

J A M E S S M I T H F U N E R A L S . C O . U K 
01929 422 445  •  OFFICE@JAMESSMITHFUNERALS.CO.UK

T R U S T

Their final journey is  
our great privilege.

St George's CE VA
Primary School

Get in touch to take a look
around your local village

primary school

Hight Street,
Langton Matravers,

BH19 3HB
01929 422973

office.stgeorgeslangton.dorset.sch.uk

 

Having already established itself as the number one agency in 
nearby Wareham*, DOMVS has now expanded across Purbeck.

Looking after Worth Matravers, Langton Matravers, Kingston, 
Harmans Cross and the surrounding area, John Beauchamp joins 
DOMVS’ growing network based in Dorchester, Wareham, Preston, 
Bridport and Blandford Forum.

For an instant valuation, visit domvs.co.uk/valuations or scan the 
QR code. Alternatively, please contact John on 01929 501500 or 
email john.beauchamp@domvs.co.uk.

* Data from Rightmove+ shows that DOMVS was instructed to sell, and agreed, the most sales in BH20 for property valued over £400,000 in 2022, compared 
with any other estate agent.


